
The Helmholtz Association’s annual budget is composed of  
core financing and external funding. Ninety per cent of core 
financing comes from the German federal government while 
ten per cent comes from the federal states in which the 
Centres’ headquarters are located. Thirty per cent of the 
total budget is raised by the Centres from external sources. 
Both core-financing costs and externally-funded costs are 

described in the Annual Report for 2007. Total costs are 
shown according to how they are distributed among the 
Helmholtz Association’s six strategic Research Fields (see 
p. 95). An overview of funding according to how it is dis-
tributed among the Centres is also provided (see below). 
Both overviews also provide number of staff, indicated in 
full-time equivalents.

Costs and staff by Centre in 2007
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research (AWI)
Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt  (DLR)
Forschungszentrum Jülich  (FZJ)
Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe  (FZK)
German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ)
GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht (GKSS)
GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion Research (GSI)
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ
Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research (HZI)
Helmholtz Centre Potsdam (GFZ)
Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin für Materialien und Energie (HZB)
Helmholtz Zentrum München (HMGU)
Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular Medicine (MDC)
Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics (IPP)
Non-programme-bound research
Special tasks
Total, Helmholtz Association
*Full-time equivalents

Core-financed
costs, 

in EUR’000s

80,535
186,585
208,762
245,054
206,376
72,605
48,364
80,607
40,113
28,401
37,357
62,660
92,900
50,514
96,701

32,443
74,176

1,644,153

Externally-
funded costs, 
in EUR’000s

17,239
5,914

215,887
74,642
61,533
37,347
15,735
29,825
18,588
19,670
36,079

7,885
23,103
16,527
39,331
14,808

155,097
789,208

Total
costs, in

EUR’000s

97,774
192,499
424,649
319,696
267,908
109,952
64,099
110,431
58,701
48,071
73,437
70,545

116,003
67,041

136,032
47,251

229,273
2,433,362

Total
staff,
FTE* 

726
1,680
3,759
2,613
2,741
1,656

646
944
604
479
561
574

1,321
742
966 
638

2,789
23,439
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The three Research Fields evaluated in 2008 will implement restructured research programmes beginning on 1 January 2009. 
Charts showing the new distribution of funding at the programme level can be found next to the descriptions of the new  
programmes – for Earth and Environment, see p. 30; for Health, see p. 44; for Aeronautics, Space and Transport, see p. 76.

2009 will see the start of the second round of programme-
oriented funding, beginning with the Research Fields Earth 
and Environment, Health and Aeronautics, Space and Trans-
port. The Centres involved in these Research Fields have 
reorganised their R&D capacities in those fields to form 13 
new programmes. This page shows 2009 funding as recom-
mended for the 13 programmes by the Senate following the 

evaluations. The calculations are based on full costs from 
core funding. In contrast to data provided in the first round, 
these full costs also include infrastructure costs. In order 
to better enable readers to see the changes between the 
first and second rounds of funding, the infrastructure costs 
for the reporting year 2007 have also been added to the 
individual programmes by means of an internal key.

Research Fields Earth and Environment  I Health  I Aeronautics, Space and Transport

SECOND ROUND OF PROGRAMME-ORIENTED 
FUNDING, 2009 TO 2013

Research Field Earth and Environment*
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research (AWI)
Forschungszentrum Jülich  (FZJ)
Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe  (FZK)
GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht (GKSS)
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ
Helmholtz Centre Potsdam (GFZ)
Helmholtz Zentrum München (HMGU)
Total, Research Field Earth and Environment

Research Field Health
Forschungszentrum Jülich  (FZJ)
German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ)
GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht (GKSS)
GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion Research (GSI)
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ 
Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research (HZI)
Helmholtz Zentrum München (HMGU)
Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular Medicine (MDC)
Total, Research Field Health

Research Field Aeronautics, Transport and Space
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt  (DLR)
Total, Research Field Aeronautics, Transport and Space

Core-financed
costs, 

in EUR’000s

85,694
28,567
17,575
18,954
44,091
38,190
18,090

251,161

29,139
111,002

4,892
3,680
5,234

41,540
76,363
55,543

327,329

248.981
 248.981

*�Please note: Due to the Helmholtz Association‘s new Climate Initiative, the costs shown for the Research Field are only provisional.  
Exact figures are expected in early 2009.
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CENTRAL BODIES

President
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Mlynek

Executive Committee
Vice-President for the Research Field Energy 
Prof. Dr. Eberhard Umbach, Chairman of the 
Executive Board, Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe

Vice-President for the Research Field Earth 
and Environment
Prof. Dr. Georg Teutsch, Scientific Director, 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research 
– UFZ

Vice-President for the Research Field Health
Prof. Dr. Otmar D. Wiestler, Chairman of the 
Management Board, German Cancer Research 
Center

Vice-President for the Research Field Key 
Technologies
Prof. Dr. Achim Bachem, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, Forschungszentrum Jülich

Vice-President for the Research Field 
Structure of Matter
Prof. Dr. Albrecht Wagner, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Deutsches Elektronen- 
Synchrotron DESY

Vice-President for the Research Field 
Transport and Space
Prof. Dr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner, Chairman 
of the Executive Board, Deutsches Zentrum für 
Luft- und Raumfahrt

Administrative Vice-President
Klaus Hamacher, Vice-Chairman of the Exe-
cutive Board, Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und 
Raumfahrt

Administrative Vice-President
Dr. Bernhard Raiser, Administrative Executive 
Board, Helmholtz Centre Potsdam – GFZ 
German Research Centre for Geosciences

Managing Director
Dr. Tania Lieckweg (Acting Head, until 
15/9/2008) 
Dr. Rolf Zettl (from 1/10/2008)

Members of the Senate
ELECTED MEMBERS

Prof. Dr. Max M. Burger, Chairman Novartis 
Science Board, Novartis International AG,  
Basel, Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Ralph Eichler, President of the ETH, 
Zurich, Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Katharina Kohse-Höinghaus, Bielefeld 
University, Faculty of Chemistry

Prof. Dr. Gerd Litfin, Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board, Linos AG, Göttingen

Dr. Detlef Müller-Wiesner,  
Senior Vice-President, Chief Operating Officer 
Innovation und CTO Deputy Corporate Technical 
Office, EADS Suresnes, France

Prof. Dr. Mary Osborn, Max Planck Institute for 
Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen

Prof. Dr. Hermann Requardt, Member of the 
Managing Board, Siemens AG, Munich

Prof. Dr. Robert Rosner, Director, Argonne 
National Laboratory, USA

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Seiffert, Managing Director, 
WiTech Engineering GmbH, Braunschweig

Prof. Dr. Klaus Töpfer, Former Under Secretary 
General, United Nations, Höxter

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Wagner, Technical University 
Munich, Chair of Institute for Energy Economy  
and Application Technology

Prof. Dr. Alexander J. B. Zehnder  
triple Z, Zurich, Switzerland

EX OFFICIO SENATE MEMBERS

Prof. Dr. Hans-Jörg Bullinger, President of the 
Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, Munich

Prof. Dr. Peter Frankenberg, Minister for Science, 
Research and the Arts of the State of Baden-Würt-
temberg, Stuttgart

Werner Gatzer, State Secretary, Federal Ministry 
of Finance, Berlin

Dr. Robert Heller, Councillor of State, Department 
of Finances of the City of Hamburg

Jochen Homann, Secretary of State, Federal 
Ministry  of Economics and Technology, Berlin

Michael Kretschmer,  Member of the German 
Bundestag, Berlin

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Mlynek, President of the Helm-
holtz Association

Renate Jürgens-Pieper, Senator for Education  
and Science of the State of Bremen

Dr. Annette Schavan, Federal Minister of Educa-
tion and Research

Jörg Tauss, Member of the German Bundestag, 
Berlin

Prof. Dr. Margret Wintermantel, President of the 
German Rectors’ Conference, Bonn

GUESTS

Prof. Dr. Achim Bachem, Vice-President of the 
Helmholtz Association, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Forschungszentrum Jülich

Prof. Dr. Peter Gruss, President of the Max 
Planck Society for the Advancement of Science, 
Munich

Klaus Hamacher, Vice-President of the Helmholtz 
Association, Vice-Chairman of the Executive 
Board, Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raum-
fahrt, Cologne

Cornelia Jebsen, Representative of the Staff  
and Works Councils of the Helmholtz Centres, 
Forschungszentrum Jülich

Prof. Dr. Matthias Kleiner, President of the 
German Research Foundation, Bonn

Last updated October 2008 
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Dr. Martin Lipp, Chairperson of the Committee  
of Scientific-technical Councils of the Helmholtz 
Centres, Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular 
Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch

Dr. Bernhard Raiser, Vice-President of the 
Helmholtz Association, Administrative Executive 
Board, Helmholtz Centre Potsdam – GFZ  
German Research Centre for Geosciences

Dr. Simone Richter, Vice-Chairperson of the 
Scientific-Technical Councils of the Helmholtz 
Centres, GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion 
Research, Darmstadt

Prof. Dr. Dr. Ernst Rietschel, President of the  
Leibniz Association (WGL), Berlin

Prof. Dr. Peter Strohschneider, Chairman  
of the German Science Council, Cologne

Prof. Dr. Georg Teutsch, Vice-President of the 
Helmholtz Association, Scientific Director,  
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – 
UFZ, Leipzig

Prof. Dr. Eberhard Umbach, Vice-President  
of the Helmholtz Association, Chairman of the 
Executive Board, Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe

Prof. Dr. Albrecht Wagner, Vice-President of the 
Helmholtz Association, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron 
DESY, Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Otmar D. Wiestler, Vice-President  
of the Helmholtz Association, Chairman of the  
German Cancer Research Center, Heidelberg

Prof. Dr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner  
Vice-President of the Helmholtz Association, 
Chairman of the Executive Board, Deutsches  
Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt, Cologne

Assembly of Members
Alfred-Wegener-Institut für Polar- und Meeres-
forschung
Prof. Dr. Karin Lochte, Director, 
Dr. Heike Wolke, Administrative Director

Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
Prof. Dr. Albrecht Wagner,  
Chairman of the Board of Directors,  
Christian Scherf, Administrative Director

Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und  
Raumfahrt 
Prof. Dr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner,  
Chairman of the Executive Board, 
Klaus Hamacher,  
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Board

Forschungszentrum Jülich
Prof. Dr. Achim Bachem,  
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Dr. Ulrich Krafft,  
Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors

Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe
Prof. Dr. Eberhard Umbach,   
Chairman of the Executive Board, 
Dr. Alexander Kurz,  
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Board

German Cancer Research Center
Prof. Dr. Otmar D. Wiestler,  
Chairman of the Management Board, 
Dr. Josef Puchta, Administrative-Commercial 
Member of the Management Board

GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Kaysser,  
Scientific Director, 
Michael Ganß,  
Administrative Director

GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion Research
Prof. Dr. Horst Stöcker,  
Scientific Director, 
Christiane Neumann,  
Administrative Director

Helmholtz Centre for Environmental  
Research – UFZ
Prof. Dr. Georg Teutsch,  
Scientific Director, 
Dr. Andreas Schmidt,  
Administrative Director

Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research
Prof. Dr. Rudi Balling,  
Scientific Director, 
Dr. Georg Frischmann,  
Administrative Director

Helmholtz Centre Potsdam – GFZ German 
Research Centre for Geosciences
Prof. Dr. Reinhard Hüttl,  
Chairman of the Executive Board, 
Dr. Bernhard Raiser,  
Administrative Executive Board

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin für Materialien und 
Energie
Prof. Dr. Anke Pyzalla, Scientific Director,  
Dr. Ulrich Breuer, Administrative Director

Helmholtz Zentrum München  – German  
Research Center for Environmental Health
Prof. Dr. Günther Wess,  
Scientific and Technical Director, 
Dr. Nikolaus Blum,  
Administrative Director

Max Delbrueck Center for  
Molecular Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch,
Prof. Dr. Walter Birchmeier,  
Chairman of the Foundation Board, 
Cornelia Lanz, Administrative Director

Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics   
(Associate Member)
Prof. Dr. Alexander M. Bradshaw,  
Scientific Director, 
Dr.-Ing. Karl Tichmann,  
Managing Director
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Senate Commission 
Research Field Earth and Environment 
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Klaus Töpfer,  
Former Under Secretary General, United Nations
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Alexander J.B. Zehnder,  
triple Z, Zurich, Switzerland
Representative of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research   
Hartmut Grübel, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Bonn 

Chairpersons of the review panels* 
Geosystem: The Changing Earth Prof. Dr. Roy H. Gabrielsen,  
Dept. of Geosciences, University of Oslo, Norway
Marine, Coastal and Polar Systems Prof. Dr. Guy Brasseur,  
National Center for Atmospheric Research, Earth and Sun Systems 
Laboratory, Boulder, USA
Atmosphere and Climate Prof. Dr. Thomas Stocker, Institute for 
Climate and Environmental Physics, University of Berne, Switzerland
Terrestrial Environment Prof. Dr. Johan Bouma,  
formerly of Wageningen Agricultural University, Netherlands

Permanent Members

Research Field Energy
Prof. Dr. Thomas Hartkopf  
Department Head Renewable Energies, 
Technical University Darmstadt

Research Field Earth and  
Environment
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Volker Josef 
Mosbrugger Director of the Sencken-
berg Research Institute and Natural 
History Museum, Frankfurt

Research Field Health
Prof. em. Dr. Heidi Diggelmann  
University of Lausanne, Switzerland, 
and former President of the Research 
Council of the Swiss National Science 
Foundation

Research Field Key Technologies
Dr. Thomas Grandke  
Vice-President, Technology Materials &  
Microsystems, Siemens AG, Berlin 

Research Field Structure of Matter
Prof. Dr. Vera Lüth  
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center,  
Stanford, USA

Research Field Aeronautics, Space   
and Transport 
Prof. Dr. Hans Michael Kappler  
former Director European Space Agency 

Representative of the Federal  
Ministry of Education and Research
Dr. Christian D. Uhlhorn   
Federal Ministry of Education  and  
Research, Bonn

Representatives appointed  
by the Länder
Dr. Beate Wieland   
Federal Ministry of Innovation,  
Science, Research and  
Technology of the State of North  
Rhine-Westphalia, Düsseldorf 

Dr. Heribert Knorr   
Ministry of Science, Research  
and  the Arts of the State of  
Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart

The permanent members belong to all six Senate Commissions.

The Senate Commissions convene under the chairmanship of the Helmholtz Association President, Prof. Dr. Jürgen Mlynek.

Senate Commission 
Research Field Energy 
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Hermann Requardt,  
Member of the Managing Board of Siemens AG, Munich
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Ulrich Wagner,  
Chair of Institute for Energy Economy and Application Technology, 
Technical University Munich
Representative of the Federal Ministry Dr. Knut Kübler,  
Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology, Bonn

Chairpersons of the review panels* 
Renewable Energies Prof. Dr. Louis Schlapbach, ETH Zurich, Switzerland
Nuclear fusion Prof. Dr. Walter F. Henning,  
Argonne National Laboratory, Illinois, USA
Nuclear Safety Research Dr. Phillip Finck,  
Idaho National Laboratory, Idaho Falls, USA
Efficient Energy Conversion and Use Prof. Dr. Alexander Wokaun,  
Paul-Scherrer-Institut, Villigen, Switzerland
Technology, Innovation and Society Prof. Dr. Ortwin Renn,  
University of Stuttgart

SENATE COMMISSIONS Last updated October  2008 

*The review panels relate to the programme structure of the second round of programme-oriented funding.
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It is estimated that there are over 100,000 extant diatom species. Their geometric  
cell walls are made of silica dioxide.  Photo: Richard Crawford/AWI

Senate Commission 
Research Field Aeronautics, Space and Transport
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Ulrich Seiffert,  
Managing Director, WiTech Engineering GmbH, Braunschweig
Member of the Senate Dr. Detlef Müller-Wiesner,  
Senior Vice-President, Chief Operating Officer, Innovation and  
CTO Deputy Corporate Technical Office, EADS, Suresnes, France
Representative of the Federal Ministry of Economics and  
Technology  Helge Engelhard, Federal Ministry of Economics  
and Technology, Bonn

Chairpersons of the review panels* 
Aeronautics Prof. Dr. Jürgen Klenner, Senior Vice-President Flight 
Physics, Airbus Engineering, Blagnac, France
Space Dipl.-Ing. Jürgen Breitkopf, Director, Kayser-Threde GmbH, 
Munich
Transport Prof. Dr. George A. Giannopoulos,  
Head of Hellenic Institute of Transport, Thessaloniki, Greece

Senate Commission 
Research Field Health 
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Dr. Max M. Burger, Chairman  
Novartis Science Board, Novartis International AG, Basel, Switzerland
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Mary Osborn,  
Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen
Representative of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research  
Dr. Peter Lange, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Berlin

Chairpersons of the review panels*  
Cancer Research Prof. emer. Dr. Paul Neiman,  
Member and Director emer. Division of Basic Sciences,  
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle, USA
Cardiovascular and Metabolic Diseases  
Prof. Dr. Thomas F. Lüscher, Chairman, Cardiology Clinic, University 
Hospital Zurich, Switzerland
Function and Dysfunction of the Nervous System  
Prof. Dr. Mark Hallett, Chief of Human Motor Control Section, 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, NINDS, 
Bethesda, USA
Infection and Immunity Prof. Dr. Dennis L. Kasper,  
Channing Laboratory, Department of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School, Boston, USA
Environmental Health Prof. David A. Schwartz, Director, National 
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, Research Triangle Park, USA
Systemic Analysis of Multifactorial Diseases  
Prof. Dr. Nouria Hernandez, Director, Center for Integrative  
Genomics, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

Senate Commission 
Research Field Structure of Matter 
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Robert Rosner, Director, Argonne 
National Laboratory, USA
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Ralph Eichler, President, ETH Zurich 
Representative of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research   
Dr. Beatrix Vierkorn-Rudolph, Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research, Bonn

Chairpersons of the review panels* 
Astroparticle Physics Prof. Dr. Roger Blandford, Director, 
Kavli Institute for Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology, Stanford, USA
Elementary Particle Physics Prof. Dr. Michael Davier,  
Laboratoire de l’Accélérateur Linéaire, Université Paris-Sud 11, France
Physics of Hadrons and Nuclei Prof. Dr. Barbara Jacak,  
State University of New York, USA
Research with Photons, Neutrons and Ions Prof. Dr. Joël F. Mesot,  
Paul-Scherrer-Institut, Villigen, Switzerland

Senate Commission 
Research Field Key Technologies 
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Gerd Litfin,  
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Linos AG, Göttingen
Member of the Senate Prof. Dr. Katharina Kohse-Höinghaus,  
Faculty of Chemistry, University of Bielefeld
Representative of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research  
Dr. Wolf-Dieter Lukas, Federal Ministry for Education and Research, 
Bonn

Chairpersons of the review panels* 
Supercomputing Prof. Dr. Horst Simon, Associate Laboratory  
Director, Computing Sciences, Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, Berkeley, USA
Fundamentals of Future Information Technology  
Prof. Dr. Michael M. T. Loy, Chair Professor, Department of Physics, 
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong
BioSoft: Molecular Systems and Biological  
Information Processing  
Prof. Dr. Georg Maret, Soft Matter Physics, University of Konstanz
Nano and micro system technologies Prof. Dr. Erich Gornik,  
Institute of Semiconductor Electronics, and Center for Micro and  
Nanostructures, Vienna University of Technology, Austria
Nanobiology Prof. Dr. Ernst Hafen, Department of Biology,  
ETH Zurich, Switzerland
Advanced Engineering Materials Prof. Dr. Berthold Scholtes,  
Institut für Werkstofftechnik, Metallische Werkstoffe,  
University of Kassel

*The review panels relate to the programme structure of the second round of programme-oriented funding.
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SCIENCE PRIZES FOR SCIENTISTS AND RESEARCHERS 
FROM THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION

A I	� Hannes Alfvén-Preis 2007 der Europäi- 
schen Physikalischen Gesellschaft (EPS)
Professor Dr. Friedrich Wagner,  
Max-Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik, 
Ass. Member, Helmholtz Association

B I	�B ehnken-Berger Prize for Dose Reduc-
tion in Medical Imaging Technology
Dr. Christoph Hoeschen, Helmholtz 
Zentrum München – German Research 
Center for Environmental Health (2007)

	 Dr. Hella Bühler Prize
Dr. Stefan Pfister, German Cancer 
Research Center (2007)

C I	� German Cancer Aid Award 2006 
(awarded 2007)
Prof. Dr. Harald zur Hausen, former 
Chairman German Cancer Research 
Center Heidelberg

	� Communicator Award 2007 from 
the  German Stifterverband für die 
Deutsche Wissenschaft
Epica Working Group, Prof. Heinz 
Miller, Alfred Wegener Institute for  
Polar and Marine Research

	 Coolidge Award 2007
Dr. Marc-André Weber,  
German Cancer Research Center

D I	� René Descartes Research Prize from 
the European Union
Epica Project of the Alfred Wegener 
Institute for Polar and Marine Research 

	� German Science Foundation Award 
2008
Dr. Ralf Bischoff, Dr. Frank Breitling, 
Dr. Thomas Felgenhauer,  
Dr. Simon Fernandez, Klaus Leibe,  
Dr. Volker Stadler,  
German Cancer Research Center

H I	�Heinrich Hertz Prize 2007
Prof. Dr. Peter Komarek,  
Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe

L I	� Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize 2008
Prof. Stefan Hell, Cooperation Division  
at the German Cancer Research Center

M I	�Curt Meyer Memorial Award
Dr. Martin Janz, Max Delbrueck Center 
for Molecular Medicine (MDC), Berlin-
Buch, and Dr. Stephan Mathas,  
Charité – Universitätsmedizin, Berlin

N I	�Georg von Neumayer Medal
Prof. Dr. Jörn Thiede,  
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar  
and Marine Research(2007)

	 Novartis Young Endocrinology Prize
Dr. Alexandros Vegiopoulos, German 
Cancer Research Center 

	� Novartis Prize for therapy-relevant 
pharmacological research 2006
Prof. Frank Lyko, German Cancer  
Research  Center (awarded 2007)

Prizes worth more than 10,000 euros awarded during the period 2007/2008; last updated July 1, 2008

	� Dupont Science and Engineering 
Grant 2007
Dr. Kai Uwe Goss, Helmholtz Centre 
for Environmental Research – UFZ

	� René Descartes Research Prize from 
the  European Union 
Virlis Project, Helmholtz Center for In-
fection Research

	 Do it.Software Award, 2nd place
Thomas Horn, Zeynep Arziman,  
Dr. Michael Boutros, German Cancer 
Research Center (2007)

E I	� The Economist Innovation Award 2007 
Prof. Dr. Peter Grünberg, Forschungs-
zentrum Jülich 

	 Energy Globe Award
Sowarla Cooperation Project,  
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raum- 
fahrt and participating companies

	� European Research Council (ERC) 
Investigator Grant
Dr. Björn Rost, Alfred Wegener Institute 
for Polar and Marine Research (2008)

F I	� Felix Wankel Animal Welfare 
Research Award 2007
Dr. Jürgen Biederer, German Cancer 
Research Center 

G I	� Gairdner International Award
Prof. Dr. Harald zur Hausen,  
former Chairman of the German  
Cancer Research Center (2007)
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Connective tissue cells on a three-dimensional polymer molecular structure. Photo: GKSS 2007

O I	�L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards for Women 
in Science Programme in partnership 
with the Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard 
Foundation
Dr. Maïwen Caudron-Herger, German 
Cancer Research Center (2007)

	� Outstanding Volunteer Award for 
excellence in cancer control
Prof. Dr. Harald zur Hausen, former 
Chairman of the German Cancer Re-
search Center

P I	� Pecora Award
German-American GRACE Team,  
Helmholtz Centre Potsdam – GFZ 
German Research Centre for 
Geosciences (2008)

R I	� Ernst von Rebeur-Paschwitz Medal
Dr. Winfried Hanka, Helmholtz Centre  
Potsdam – GFZ German Research 
Centre for Geosciences (2008)

S I	� Salvatore Medal of the Anton Dohrn 
Marine Biology Station
Prof. Victor Sematcek,  
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research

	� Hans Stille Medal of the German 
Geological Society
Prof. Dieter Fütterer, Alfred Wegener 
Institute for Polar and Marine Research

T I	� Technology Transfer Award 2008
Dr. Rüdiger Giese, Helmholtz Centre 
Potsdam – GFZ German Research  
Centre for Geosciences  

	� Tycho Brahe Award 2007 of the  
American Institute of Navigation ION
Dr. Oliver Montenbruck, Deutsches  
Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt

W I	�Anita and Cuno Wieland Award 2007
Prof. Dr. Lutz Gissmann, German  
Cancer Research Center

	� Sir Geoffrey Wilkinson Award 2007 for 
Numerical Software
Dr. Ralf Hartmann, Deutsches  
Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt

	 Wilhelm P. Winterstein Award
Dr. Martin Bergmann, Max Delbrueck 
Center for Molecular Medicine (MDC) 
Berlin-Buch

	 Georg Wüst Prize 2007
Dr. Eberhard Fahrbach,  
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research

Y I	�Y oung Scientist Prize awarded by the 
state of Brandenburg
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Herzschuh, Alfred 
Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine 
Research

	 Recipients of the Helmholtz-Humboldt Research Award 

Prof. Dr. Roberto Bassi, Universita degli Studi di Verona, Italy
Prof. Dr. Shigemasa Suga, Osaka University, Japan 
Prof. Dr. Pulickel M. Ajayan, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, USA 

	� Jean-Pierre Noblanc Award of the 
MEDEA+ European Programme in 
Microelectronics
Silonis project by the working  
group led  by Prof. Siegfried Mantl,  
Forschungszentrum Jülich (2007)

	� Nobel Prize in Medicine 2008
Prof. Dr. Harald zur Hausen,  
former Chairman of the Management 
Board and Scientific Director,  
German Cancer Research Center and  
Prof. Dr. Françoise Barré-Sinoussi, 
Institut Pasteur Paris, France;  
Prof. Dr. Luc Montagnier,  
World Foundation for AIDS Research 
and Prevention, Paris, France

	 Nobel Peace Prize 2007 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) and Albert A. Gore,  
with participation by Prof. Peter 
Lemke, Dr. Annette Rinke,  
Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research and other resear-
chers from the Helmholtz Association

	 Nobel Prize in Physics 2007
Prof. Dr. Peter Grünberg,  
Forschungszentrum Jülich and Prof.  
Albert Fert of the University of Paris

	� Novartis Award for Hypertension 
Research from Novartis and the 
American Heart Association
Prof. Dr. Friedrich C. Luft,  
Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular 
Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch (2007)
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PrEsident
A full-time president heads the Helmholtz Association and represents it externally. He takes on a leading role in
the dialogue between science, industry and politics. He is responsible for preparing and implementing the senate’s

recommendations on programme-oriented funding. He coordinates the development of programmes for the
research fields, the cross-centre controlling system, and the development of the association’s general strategy.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Eight vice-presidents support, advise and represent the president in the fulfilment of his duties. The six

scientific vice-presidents are also the coordinators of the six research fields. A further two vice-presidents
come from the centres’ administrative bodies.

HEAD OFFICE
The head office and  

the offices in Brussels, 
Moscow and Beijing  

support the president  
and vice-presidents  

in the fulfilment of their 
duties. 

RESEARCH FIELDS
Helmholtz scientists work in six centre-overlapping research fields financed within the framework of programme-oriented funding.

Their cross-centre research is performed with external partners in interdisciplinary and international collaborations.

COMMITTEE OF
FINANCING PARTNERS

The Committee of Financing Partners
– federal government and host states –

defines the research policy requirements,
including the research fields,

for a term of several years and
appoints the members of the Senate.

SENATE COMMISSIONS
The Senate established  Senate Commissions 
which prepare their deliberations on the fund-
ing of the programmes, basing their decisions 
on the results of the programme evaluations, 

and their decision on investment prioritization, 
The Senate Commissions are made up of per-

manent members – “ex officio” representatives 
of federal and state authorities – as well as ex-
perts covering the spectrum of the six research 
fields, and also alternating members depending 

on the research field under discussion.

ASSEMBLY OF MEMBERS
The Helmholtz Association is a registered association. Its members are 14 legally independent research centres and one associate member.  Besides 

the Senate, the Assembly of Members is the central decision-making body of the association. The members are the  scientific-technical and administra-
tive directors of the member centres. The Assembly of Members is responsible for all of the association’s tasks.  It defines the framework for the cross-

centre development of strategies and programmes, and has the right of proposal for the election of the president and members of the senate.

I � Alfred Wegener Institut Institute 
for Polar and Marine Research 

I Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
I Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt
I Forschungszentrum Jülich
I Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe
I German Cancer Research Center  

I GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht
I GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion Research
I � Helmholtz Centre for  

Environmental Research – UFZ
I � Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research
I � Helmholtz Centre Potsdam  

GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences

I � Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin für Materialien  
und Energie

I � Helmholtz Zentrum München – German  
Research Center for Environmental Health

I � Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular  
Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch

I � Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics  
(Associate Member)

SENATE
Besides the Assembly of Members, the 

externally appointed Senate is the central 
decision-making body of the Helmholtz 

Association. The members are “ex officio”  
representatives of federal and state 
authorities, parliament and science 

organisations, as well as public figures from 
science and industry who are elected for 

three years. The Senate consults  
on all major decisions, and elects the 

president and vice-presidents.

THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE  
OF THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION



Helmholtz Centre  
for Infection Research
www.helmholtz-hzi.de

Max Delbrueck Center for 
Molecular Medicine (MDC) Berlin-Buch
www.mdc-berlin.de

Helmholtz Association 
Head Office Berlin
www.helmholtz.de

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin  
für Materialien und Energie
www.helmholtz-berlin.de

Helmholtz Centre Potsdam  
GFZ German Research Centre 
for Geosciences 
www.gfz-potsdam.de

Helmholtz Centre for   
Environmental Research – UFZ
www.ufz.de

Max Planck Institute for Plasma 
Physics (Associate Member)
www.ipp.mpg.de

Helmholtz Zentrum München — 
German Research Center for  
Environmental Health
www.helmholtz-muenchen.de

GKSS Research Centre  
Geesthacht
www.gkss.de

Deutsches 
Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
www.desy.de

Alfred Wegener Institute for 
Polar and Marine Research
www.awi.de

Deutsches Zentrum 
für Luft- und Raumfahrt
www.dlr.de

Forschungszentrum Jülich 
www.fz-juelich.de

Helmholtz Association Reg. Office
Head Office Bonn
www.helmholtz.de

GSI Helmholtz Centre for  
Heavy Ion Research  
www.gsi.de

German
Cancer Research Center  
www.dkfz.de

Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe 
www.fzk.de

Bonn

Berlin

Sites of the  
Helmholtz Research Centres
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THE MEMBER CENTRES OF  
THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION

Alfred-Wegener-Institut für  
Polar- und Meeresforschung 
ALFRED WEGENER INSTITUTE FOR 
POLAR AND MARINE RESEARCH
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Karin Lochte, Director,
Dr. Heike Wolke, Administrative Director   
Am Handelshafen 12, 27570 Bremerhaven 
Telephone +49 471 4831-0, Telefax +49 471 4831-1149 
E-Mail info@awi.de, www.awi.de

DEUTSCHES ELEKTRONEN-SYNCHROTRON DESY
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Albrecht Wagner, Chairman of the  
Board of Directors, Christian Scherf, Administrative Director,
Prof. Dr. Rolf-Dieter Heuer, Director in charge of  
High Energy Physics and Astroparticle Physics,
Prof. Dr. Edgar Weckert, Acting Director in charge of  
Research with Photons,
Dr. Reinhard Brinkmann, Director in charge of  
Accelerator Physics  
Notkestraße 85, 22607 Hamburg 
Telephone +49 40 8998-0, Telefax +49 40 8998-3282 
E-Mail desyinfo@desy.de, www.desy.de

Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum 
GERMAN CANCER RESEARCH CENTER
MANAGEMENT BOARD: Prof. Dr. Otmar D. Wiestler,  
Chairman of the Management Board and Scientific Director,
Dr. Josef Puchta, Administrative-Commercial  
Director of the Management Board  
Im Neuenheimer Feld 280, 69120 Heidelberg 
Telephone +49 6221 42-0, Telefax +49 6221 42-2995 
E-Mail presse@dkfz.de, www.dkfz.de

DEUTSCHES ZENTRUM FÜR LUFT- UND RAUMFAHRT
EXECUTIVE BOARD: Prof. Dr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner,  
Chairman of the Executive Board,
Klaus Hamacher, Deputy Chief Executive Officer,  
Vice-Chairman Executive Board,
Prof. Dr. Joachim Szodruch, Member of the Executive Board
Dr. Ludwig Baumgarten, Member of the Executive Board,
Thomas Reiter, Member of the Executive Board  
Linder Höhe, 51147 Köln 
Telephone +49 2203 601-0, Telefax +49 2203 67310 
E-Mail kommunikation@dlr.de, www.dlr.de

FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM JÜLICH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Prof. Dr. Achim Bachem,  
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Dr. Ulrich Krafft, Deputy Chairman of the  
Board of Directors
Prof. Dr. Harald Bolt, Member of the  
Board of Directors,
Dr. Sebastian Schmidt, Member of the  
Board of Directors,  
Wilhelm-Johnen-Straße, 52428 Jülich 
Telephone +49 2461 61-0, Telefax +49 2461 61-8100 
E-Mail info@fz-juelich.de, www.fz-juelich.de

FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM KARLSRUHE
EXECUTIVE BOARD: Prof. Dr. Eberhard Umbach,  
Chairman of the Executive Board,
Dr. Alexander Kurz, Deputy Chairman  
of the Executive Board, 
Members of the Executive Board:  
Dr. Peter Fritz, Prof. Dr. Horst Hippler,  
Prof. Dr. Detlef Löhe  
Hermann-von-Helmholtz-Platz 1 
76344 Eggenstein-Leopoldshafen 
Telephone +49 7247 82-0, Telefax +49 7247 82-5070 
E-Mail info@fzk.de, www.fzk.de

GKSS-Forschungszentrum Geesthacht
GKSS RESEARCH CENTRE GEESTHACHT
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Kaysser,  
Scientific Director, Michael Ganß,  
Administrative Director  
Max-Planck-Straße 1, 21502 Geesthacht 
Telephone +49 4152 87-0, Telefax +49 4152 87-1403 
E-Mail presse@gkss.de, www.gkss.de

GSI Helmholtzzentrum für  
Schwerionenforschung 
GSI Helmholtz Centre for  
Heavy Ion Research
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Horst Stöcker,  
Scientific Director,
Christiane Neumann, Administrative Director  
Planckstraße 1, 64291 Darmstadt 
Telephone +49 6159 71-0, Telefax +49 6159 71-2785 
E-Mail info@gsi.de, www.gsi.de
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An image of Streptococcus bacteria attaching themselves to collagen strands,  
taken with an electron microscope. Photo: HZI

HELMHOLTZ-ZENTRUM BERLIN FÜR  
MATERIALIEN UND ENERGIE
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Anke Pyzalla, Scientific Director,
Prof. Dr. Michael Steiner, Scientific Director
Dr. Ulrich Breuer, Administrative Director
Glienicker Straße 100, 14109 Berlin
Telephone +49 30 8062-0, Telefax +49 30 8062-2181
E-Mail info@helmholtz-berlin.de, www.helmholtz-berlin.de

Helmholtz-Zentrum für Infektionsforschung 
HELMHOLTZ CENTRE FOR INFECTION RESEARCH
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Rudi Balling, Scientific Director,  
Dr. Georg Frischmann, Administrative Director
Inhoffenstraße 7, 38124 Braunschweig
Telephone +49 531 6181-0, Telefax +49 531 6181-2655
E-Mail kontakt@helmholtz-hzi.de, www.helmholtz-hzi.de

HELMHOLTZ ZENTRUM MÜNCHEN –  
DEUTSCHES FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM FÜR  
GESUNDHEIT UND UMWELT
Helmholtz Zentrum München –  
German Research Center for  
Environmental Health
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Prof. Dr. Günther Wess,
Scientific and Technical Director,
Dr. Nikolaus Blum, Administrative Director  
Ingolstädter Landstraße 1, 85764 Neuherberg 
Telephone +49 89 3187-0, Telefax +49 89 3187-3322 
E-Mail presse@helmholtz-muenchen.de, www.helmholtz-muenchen.de

Helmholtz-Zentrum Potsdam 
Deutsches Geoforschungszentrum – GFZ
Helmholtz Centre Potsdam  
GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences
EXECUTIVE BOARD: Prof. Dr. Reinhard F. Hüttl,
Chairman of the Executive Board,
Dr. Bernhard Raiser, Administrative Executive Board  
Telegrafenberg, 14473 Potsdam 
Telephone +49 331 288-0, Telefax +49 331 288-1600 
E-Mail presse@gfz-potsdam.de, www.gfz-potsdam.de

Helmholtz-Zentrum für  
Umweltforschung – UFZ 
HELMHOLTZ CENTRE FOR  
ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH – UFZ
DIRECTORATE: Prof. Dr. Georg Teutsch, Scientific Director,
Dr. Andreas Schmidt, Administrative Director  
Permoserstraße 15, 04318 Leipzig 
Telephone +49 341 235-0, Telefax +49 341 235-2791 
E-Mail info@ufz.de, www.ufz.de

Max-Delbrück-Centrum für  
Molekulare Medizin (MDC) Berlin-Buch 
MAX DELBRUECK CENTER FOR MOLECULAR  
MEDICINE (MDC) BERLIN-BUCH
FOUNDATION BOARD: Prof. Dr. Walter Birchmeier,
Scientific Director and Chairman of the Foundation Board,
Cornelia Lanz, Administrative Director  
Prof. Dr. Thomas Sommer, Deputy Chairman   
Robert-Rössle-Straße 10, 13125 Berlin-Buch 
Telephone +49 30 9406-0, Telefax +49 30 949-4161 
E-Mail presse@mdc-berlin.de, www.mdc-berlin.de

Max-Planck-Institut für Plasmaphysik 
(assoziiertes Mitglied) 
MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR PLASMA PHYSICS  
(Associate Member) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Prof. Dr. Alexander M. Bradshaw,
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Scientific Director,
Dr.-Ing. Karl Tichmann, Member of the Board of Directors,  
Managing Director,
Prof. Dr. Sibylle Günter, Member of the Board of Directors,
Prof. Dr. Thomas Klinger, Member of the Board of Directors,
Dr. Rem Haange, Member of the Board of Directors (Advisory)  
Boltzmannstraße 2, 85748 Garching 
Telephone +49 89 3299-01, Telefax +49 89 3299-2200 
E-Mail info@ipp.mpg.de, www.ipp.mpg.de
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